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The cake is crumbling, frosting’s in hair, and your little
one just discovered that smashing dessert is way more fun
than eating it... but guess what? That’s the good stuff.

A cake smash session isn’t about perfection - it’s about
capturing the giggles, the frosting-covered grins, the
curious pokes and the wild splatters that weren’t planned
(but absolutely needed to happen).

This guide is your recipe for transforming a frosting-fueled
frenzy into sweet, frame-worthy memories.

Here’s my not-so-secret recipe:
A heap of patience mixed with playfulness.
A sprinkle of spontaneous fun - tiny hands exploring,
messy giggles and frosting everywhere.
A splash of documentary-style realness with a side
of creative flair.

Whether your little one arrives in a tutu, a bowtie or just
a diaper ready for battle, I promise to freeze the mess,
the sweetness and those blink-and-you’ll-miss-it moments
into keepsakes worth treasuring.

If your heart skips a beat - or laughs out loud - while
reading this, I’d be honoured to capture the beautiful
chaos that is your cake smash story.

\;s Nicci: 062 377 6778
S ()" info@pixiesphotography.co.za
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BEAUTIFULLY CAPTURED

Chaos is kind of my love language - and when it comes to cake
smash sessions, I wouldn’t have it any other way. If your little
one dives face-first into frosting, tosses crumbs like confetti, or
decides the cake is better as finger paint... you’re doing it right.
The beauty isn’t in perfection - it’s in the mess, the curiosity
and the unmistakable rhythm of your baby discovering joy in
their own unfiltered way.

This sets the tone for what I believe cake smash photography
should be: a time capsule of frosting-covered giggles, wide-eyed
wonder, sticky fingers and those fleeting glimmers of personality
that shine through the chaos. I don’t chase stiff poses or
polished smiles; I chase honesty. Laughter over neatness, chaos
over curation and personality over perfection.

Your session is a celebration of the now - the frosting
explosions, the curious pokes, the belly laughs and the sweet
mayhem of turning one. It’s about capturing not just how your
baby looks, but who they are in this milestone moment.
Because one day, these messy, joy-filled memories will matter
far more than spotless outfits or picture-perfect hair. Every
snap should say: this was real, this was joy, this was us.

So if you arrive wondering how we’ll pull this off... breathe. I've
got you. We’re about to make magic, one unscripted giggle
(and one glorious frosting smear) at a time.
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Getting your baby ready for their cake smash session might feel a little
overwhelming - but don’t worry, it’s simpler than you think. Below are some
tips to help you choose outfits and accessories that keep the focus on your
little one while making the photos shine.

We’re leaving “matchy-matchy” behind—this milestone calls for outfits that
invite giggles, frosting and fun. Think soft textures, comfy layers and a pop
of colour that makes your baby’s personality shine. Enter: the rule of three.
Pick two neutral tones (white, cream, grey, tan, denim - the timeless staples)
and add one accent colour that pops like pink, green or blue. It’s not about
matching - it’s about letting your baby vibe with the celebration.

Logos and loud prints? Unless your baby is repping Big Brother or rocking
a themed look, it’s best to skip them. Instead, use simple details - like a
bowtie, tutu, romper or headband - add charm without stealing the spotlight
from the cake (and the frosting).

4+ And don’t forget themed outfits work beautifully too. Whether it’s a tiny
superhero cape, a princess tutu, or a “Omne in a Melon” romper, themes can
add personality and make the photos extra fun.

Quick tip: Comfort is key. If your baby can crawl, clap and smash without
fussing over their outfit, you’ve nailed it. Their joy is the best accessory.

And don’t forget the setting. Whether we’re indoors with balloons and banners
or outdoors with natural light, choose an outfit that complements the scene
rather than competes with it.







HOW TO PREP YOUR —
LITTLE SMASH

(WITHOUT LOSING YOUR MIND)

A survival guide for parents juggling frosting, balloons and baby giggles.
Babies: Masters of Messy Magic

Checklist Highlights:

- Soft, comfy outfits - Choose breathable fabrics like cotton or jersey. Rompers,
tutus, or diaper covers work beautifully. Avoid anything too tight or
restrictive - your baby will be moving, crawling and smashing.
Bonus: easy-to-change outfits make frosting clean-up a breeze.

- Favourite toy or comfort item - A small stuffed animal, blanket or pacifier
can help calm nerves between photos. Sometimes babies need a familiar
anchor before diving back into the cake.

- Non-messy snacks before the session - Think puffs or fruit slices. Avoid
chocolate or sticky treats that stain outfits or distract from the cake moment.
- Wipes, backup clothes and a towel - Frosting spreads quickly! Pack
extras so you can clean up hands, faces and even the floor. A spare outfit
ensures your baby leaves the session fresh and cozy.

- Timing is everything - Schedule the session after a nap and feeding,
during your baby’s “happy window.” Avoid right before bedtime or mealtime
when crankiness peaks.

- Hydration and comfort - Bring a sippy cup or bottle. Babies often get
thirsty after all the sugar and excitement.

- Props and extras - Balloons, banners or a themed outfit can add
personality. Keep them simple so the cake (and your baby) remain the star.

Side-note:
If your baby insists on rocking a tutu with suspenders, a bowtie with
bare feet, or a superhero cape over a diaper - embrace it.
That’s personality. That’s gold.




Cupcake Rehearsal: Sweet Practice for Tiny Hands

Let’s add a little cupcake practice and a whole lot of giggles into the mix!

Here’s the sweet plan: Before the big day, pick up two cupcakes from the store - one
for your baby and one for you (because parents deserve cake too!).

Baby Cake Smash 101: Sometimes that big, towering cake can feel a little
overwhelming for tiny hands. A cupcake rehearsal helps your baby get comfortable
with frosting, textures and the fun of smashing without the pressure of the main event.

The Cupcake Rehearsal: Think of it as a mini practice session. Sit with your baby,
explore the cupcake together, and let them poke, taste and squish. When they see
you enjoying yours, they’ll be more likely to dive in with confidence.

Show, Don’t Tell: Babies learn by watching. Gently demonstrate - touch the icing,
take a bite, and let them copy you. It’s less about instructions and more about
shared play.

Smash & Giggle: Make it fun! Laugh, clap and cheer as crumbs fly. The more
playful the moment, the more your baby will enjoy it.

Timing Is Everything: Try this little cupcake adventure a day or two before the
session. It’s the perfect warm-up and gives your baby a sweet sneak peek of what’s to

come.

And that’s it - cupcakes, laughter and a baby ready to shine on cake smash day.




THE SESSION EXPERIENCE: WHAT

HAPPENS

So you’ve survived picking the outfit and getting your baby ready - now what?
Your cake smash session begins the moment your little one sees the cake. No
stiff poses or forced smiles here. Instead, we ease into it with curiosity, giggles,
and those first tentative pokes at frosting. Think: wide-eyed wonder, messy
hands, and belly laughs that unfold naturally.

I guide the flow gently, letting your baby lead the way. Sometimes it’s a cautious

finger poke, sometimes it’s a full-on face dive. Expect wiggles, squeals, frosting

explosions and maybe even a spontaneous clap or crawl across the set. Sessions

unfold like a story - your baby’s story - with a rhythm that adapts to their mood
and personality.

My signature style blends documentary realness with a splash of art: unfiltered
emotion meets curated chaos. Rituals? I've got a few. Like capturing the “first
taste face,” the frosting-covered grin, or the moment your baby decides the
cake is better as finger paint. Trust me, these are the golden shots.

We wrap up just before your little one decides they’re officially “done,”
leaving behind not just crumbs and frosting, but the kind of images that make
your heart swell and your walls smile.




WHY I DON’T DO
(o

SHOOTS

When it comes to celebrating your baby’s first birthday, the setting matters just as
much as the cake. That’s why I don’t offer traditional studio shoots. Instead, I focus on
creating natural, relaxed environments where your little one can shine - whether that’s
outdoors in the fresh air or in the comfort of your own home.

Outdoor Magic

There’s something special about natural light, fresh air and wide-open spaces. Outdoor
cake smash sessions allow your baby to explore, play and smash with freedom. The
sunlight adds a glow that no artificial setup can replicate, and the textures of grass,
trees, or even a cozy blanket backdrop bring warmth and authenticity to every photo.
These sessions feel less like a posed shoot and more like a joyful adventure.

Studio Style At Home

While I don’t operate a studio, I’'m more than happy to bring the “studio look” to you.
That means I can create styled setups in your home with backdrops, balloons, banners
and props that mimic the polished feel of a studio session - without the stress of
traveling or trying to keep your baby calm in an unfamiliar space. Your baby stays
comfortable in their own environment, and you get the best of both worlds:
professional styling with the ease of home.

Why This Approach Works

- Babies feel more relaxed in familiar surroundings or outdoors where they can explore.

- Parents don’t have to pack bags, rush across town, or worry about forgetting essentials.

- The photos capture genuine personality - whether it’s frosting-covered giggles in the
garden or a themed setup in your living room.

- Every session feels unique & tailored to your baby and your family.

The Result

What you’ll receive are images filled with light, laughter and authenticity. Whether
we’re outdoors with nature as our backdrop or indoors with a styled setup, the focus is
always on your baby’s personality and the joy of the milestone. No stiff studio walls -
just real moments, beautifully captured.

Unfortunately I don’t travel outside of Pretoria for cake smash sessions.



DIY

Option 1

30 Minutes coverage
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
30 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included
Setup not included
Props not included

R600

* Basic cake - a simple, classic cake included for the smash - From R800

- Perfect for families who love to take the reins

- You set up your own backdrop, props and cake at home or on location
- Most budget-friendly option, ideal if you enjoy hands-on planning

Option 2

45 Minutes coverage
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
45 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
+
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included
Setup not included
Props not included

R900

Option 3

60 Minutes coverage
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
60 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
+
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included
Setup not included
Props not included

—

R1200

Option 4

90 Minutes coverage
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
90 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
+
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included
Setup not included
Props not included

b =

R1800

e Themed cake - custom design to match your chosen colours or theme - From R1500
e Outfit rental - adorable smash-ready outfits (tutus, rompers, bow ties, etc.) - From R500
* Helium Balloons - R20 each

* Preview video - a short 2-3 minute highlight reel of the smash @ R1000

* Professional prints - high-quality prints in various sizes

* Photo album - bound with the best images from the session in various sizes

* Extended session time - more time for outfit changes or relaxed pacing @ R600 per 30 minutes



- A relaxed, playful shoot in a beautiful outdoor location
- Think soft natural light, greenery and candid giggles
- Minimal props so the focus stays on your child’s personality and joy
- Great for families who love fresh air, timeless scenery and a
more organic look

OUTDOOR

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
30 Minutes coverage 45 Minutes coverage 60 Minutes coverage 90 Minutes coverage
h + + +
Natural outdoor setup Natural outdoor setup Natural outdoor setup Natural outdoor setup
with minimal props with minimal props with minimal props with minimal props
+ + t "
1 Photographer 1 Photographer 1 Photographer 1 Photographer
+ + 0 +
Unlimited people can Unlimited people can Unlimited people can Unlimited people can
take part in the session take part in the session take part in the session take part in the session
-~ + + +
30 Digital High 30 Digital High 30 Digital High 30 Digital High
Resolution Images Resolution Images Resolution Images Resolution Images
via Google Drive via Google Drive via Google Drive via Google Drive
Travelling fees not included Travelling fees not included Travelling fees not included Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included Location fees not included Location fees not included Location fees not included
Cake not included Cake not included Cake not included Cake not included
R1200 R1500 R18S00 R2400

* Basic cake - a simple, classic cake included for the smash - From R800

e Themed cake - custom design to match your chosen colours or theme - From R1500

e Outfit rental - adorable smash-ready outfits (tutus, rompers, bow ties, etc.) - From R500

* Helium Balloons - R20 each

* Preview video - a short 2-3 minute highlight reel of the smash @ R1000

* Professional prints - high-quality prints in various sizes

* Photo album - bound with the best images from the session in various sizes

* Extended session time - more time for outfit changes or relaxed pacing @ R600 per 30 minutes



STUDIO - I bring the studio experience right to you
- Includes a styled backdrop, curated props and professional lighting
STYLE for polished results

Option 1

30 Minutes coverage
+
Full studio style setup
in your choice of theme
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
30 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included

R2600

- Designed setups tailored to your theme or color palette

Option 2

45 Minutes coverage
+
Full studio style setup
in your choice of theme
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
30 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included

R2900

Option 3

60 Minutes coverage
+
Full studio style setup
in your choice of theme
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
30 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included

R3200

Option 4

90 Minutes coverage
+
Full studio style setup
in your choice of theme
+
1 Photographer
+
Unlimited people can
take part in the session
+
30 Digital High
Resolution Images
via Google Drive
Travelling fees not included
Location fees not included
Cake not included

R3800

* Basic cake - a simple, classic cake included for the smash - From R800

* Themed cake - custom design to match your chosen colours or theme - From R1500

e Outfit rental - adorable smash-ready outfits (tutus, rompers, bow ties, etc.) - From R500

* Helium Balloons - R20 each

* Preview video - a short 2-3 minute highlight reel of the smash @ R1000

* Professional prints - high-quality prints in various sizes

e Photo album - bound with the best images from the session in various sizes

* Extended session time - more time for outfit changes or relaxed pacing @ R600 per 30 minutes



HOW TO MAKE A

@

Get in touch with me to check if I have
availability for your date.

(®)

Decide which package is best suited for you
from our packages.

®

Decide on a location for your cake smash
shoot. You can have a look on my site for some ideas.

O

Pay your 50% non-refundable retainer fee.
Make arrangements for the balance.

®

Your session is booked!
Start planning your wardrobe, props, etc for
your cake smash session.

®)

Shoot Day!
We all show up on time with our game faces on.
You dance, you laugh, you cry happy tears, and
we create incredible photos.

I edit your chosen photos - This takes 10-14 days
from when I receive your list of
favourites.

@)

After your shoot I upload all your unedited
images to an online gallery so that you can
choose your favourite photos.

®

Your digital photos will be ready for collection
and you can order your printing.



AFTER THE

WHAT COMES NEXT

So the camera’s had its fun, the cake is demolished and
at least one parent wonders if we got “anything usable.”
Spoiler alert: we did - and then some.

After the session, I head into curation mode to sift
through the sweetest moments - no duplicates, no
frosting-covered blinks (unless they’re too hilarious
not to keep). Within a few days, you’ll get a sneak peek
to tide you over while I finish polishing the full gallery.
The final delivery lands in your inbox within 2-3 weeks,
depending on the package and just how gloriously
messy your little one went.

Social media etiquette? Tag me, rave, celebrate - but
please don’t add filters that make your baby look like
a wax doll. I’'ve already taken care of the magic.
Speaking of retouching - my rule is simple: frosting
smears go, personality stays. I'll remove distractions
and enhance the light, but I won’t erase the quirks
that make your baby, well, *them.*

Behind the scenes, I treat every image like a tiny
legacy in the making. And when you finally scroll
through your gallery? I want your jaw to drop, your
heart to swell and your finger to hover over “Order
Print” without hesitation.
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HOW TO ROCK YOUR O() 4%

Because your walls deserve more than calendars and generic décor.

You’ve got the photos, the frosting-covered giggles, and the unforgettable “first birthday” magic - now it’s time
to let those memories shine on your walls like the little star your baby is. When it comes to framing, think
timeless over trendy. Mix finishes if you’re feeling bold, or keep things simple with matching tones that let

your baby’s personality take center stage. Matting adds elegance; floating frames bring drama. And if you’re
unsure, I'm here to help guide you through the choices.

Placement matters too. Nurseries are perfect for sweet storytelling. Hallways can become a parade of
milestones. Living rooms? That’s your showstopper zone. Hang images at eye-level for maximum impact,
and create intentional groupings - whether it’s a series of frosting-smeared expressions or one hero shot that
captures the smash in all its glory. Grid layouts, playful clusters or a single standout piece all have their moment.
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Q: What if it rains on shoot day?
A: Great question. We dance in it, embrace the drama, or reschedule depending on the puddle situation. Umbrellas = props.

Q: My toddler hates smiling. Is that... a problem?
A: Not at all. Moody toddler pics are the new Vogue. We capture personality, not perfection. Bonus points if they glare with flair.

Q: Can my dog come?
A: Yes - and I'll probably love your dog more than half your family by the end of the shoot. Just bring treats and a leash. And don’t
let him eat the snacks meant for bribing toddlers.

Q: What should we wear?
A: Wear outfits you can breathe in, that won’t spark a family feud, and that won’t be outdated by next Tuesday. Stick to tones, skip the
neon, and please, no shirts with “I'm With Grumpy” arrows.

Q: What if my child throws a tantrum mid-session?
A: Good. That means we’re on schedule. I shoot through it. The meltdown will become art - trust me.

Q: Will you Photoshop my toddler’s ketchup-covered face?
A: Yes. Unless the ketchup adds emotional depth. Freckles stay, crumbs go. Random slime smears are negotiable.

Q: Uncle Ben hates photos. Suggestions?
A: Give him a dog. Let him hold a baby. Tell him it’s for his Tinder profile. I'll get the shot before he realizes he smiled.

Q: Can we bring props?
A: Absolutely. Favourite toys, a family quilt, bubble machines - yes. Inflatable unicorns? We’ll negotiate.

Q: What happens if someone blinks in every photo?
A: Welcome to the reason photographers drink herbal tea. Don't worry - I've got tricks, edits, and backup shots to save the day.

Q: Do you offer refunds if the family self-destructs halfway through?
A: Nope. But I do offer sarcasm, patience, and really good framing that hides tears behind trees.



Q: What if my kid has a snot bubble during the perfect shot?
A: T've got Photoshop and no judgment. Snot disappears. Giggles stay.

Q: Can we eat during the shoot?
A: Technically yes, but maybe save the saucy ribs for after. Snack bribery mid-shoot = approved. Full braai = maybe not.

Q: Can you make me look 10 years younger?
A: T'll light you like a rom-com and pose you like royalty. Real you, just extra sparkle. But I don’t do sorcery.

Q: Will you tell us what to do? We’re awkward.
A: Yes! I specialize in “awkward-but-stunning.” Think fun prompts, movement, and just enough direction to make you forget you’re
being photographed.

Q: Can we bring matching T-shirts with our family slogan?
A: Sure... but maybe limit it to one shot unless your slogan is poetic. Like “Powered by Snacks.”

Q: My teenager might not smile. Should we bribe them?
A: Bribes work. So do promises of early exits and pizza. I'll work the angles; you work the deal.

Q: What if someone needs a bathroom break mid-shoot?
A: It’s normal. We pause, regroup, and pretend it was a planned intermission. No one will ever know.

Q: Do you take “serious” photos too?
A: Absolutely. If your family’s vibe is calm, elegant, and no tickle fights - I'm here for it. But I reserve the right to crack one dad joke.*

Q: Can we recreate an old family photo?
A: Yes please. Those are my favourite. Just bring the original, the people (or willing substitutes), and possibly wigs.

Q: Where do you live and how far will you travel?
A: 'm based in sunny Riviera, Pretoria - camera charged and snacks in hand! Shoots within Gauteng include a travel fee of R8 per
km (to destination only).

Q: Do you offer video?
A: Absolutely. Whether it’s tiny reels of toddler giggles or full-blown family highlight montages, we’ve got you covered.

Q: Can we get both colour and black & white photos?
A: You bet. Some moments just beg for the moody drama of black & white. You’ll get a blend of both - because chaos deserves options.

Q: How long until we receive our photos?
A: Editing takes time (and caffeine). Expect 2 - 3 weeks for your full family session gallery. Beautiful chaos doesn’t edit itself overnight.



Q: Will our digital files be watermarked?
A: Nope! You’ll receive high-resolution beauties without watermarks. All I ask? Give a little shoutout when you share your favourites -
social media credit keeps the photo-love rolling!

Q: Where do we stand on copyright?
A: Great question. You can print and share your images far and wide - from fridge doors to Granny’s WhatsApp wallpaper. The
copyright stays with me, the artist. Think of it like holding the cake without owning the recipe.

Q: Can we get the raw, unedited files?
A: Still a no - but with a twist! You can purchase unedited JPEGs of the shots you didn’t choose for editing. They come as-is (think:
backstage passes, no glam added), and are perfect for archives and behind-the-scenes nostalgia.

Q: Do you offer weekday sessions?
A: Absolutely! Tuesday to Thursday shoots are perfect - less scheduling chaos, more golden hour magic. Occasional weekend slots
open too, so reach out if your crew needs a Saturday stroll in the sun.

Q: How would you describe your photography style?
A: Think storytelling with stealth mode. I blend into the action, capturing natural moments with a mix of candid joy and beautifully
composed shots. Snack negotiations, cuddles, tantrum recoveries - I frame it all with love.

Q: Do you take posed family photos?
A: Of course - and I take them seriously. These are your “everyone together” gems. We’ll get a classic portrait (yes, one where everyone
looks in the same direction), and follow it up with moments that feel more like your crew in real life.

Q: Can we give you a shot list or must-capture combos?
A: Ilove a good cheat sheet! Just know that sessions are fluid, and while I aim to capture every wish, the magic often lies in the
unexpected. Real life doesn’t follow lists - and that’s a good thing.

Q: How long have you been in business?
A: Since 2007 - and each session still gives me butterflies. Being trusted to document your family’s quirks, milestones, and messy love
is something I treasure deeply.

Q: Can you hold a date for us?
A: I wish I could! But dates are only secured with a deposit. First come, first booked - no pinky promises, just real-time scheduling.

Q: Can we pay part of the amount after the shoot?
A: Full payment is due before your session. If your calendar’s tight or your wallet’s sweating, pop me a message. I'm happy to create a
plan that works for both of us.



Q: If we cancel, is our deposit refundable?
A: Deposits are non-refundable, since your date is locked in just for you. I turn away other bookings once we’re signed in. Cancellation
refunds? 50% of your invoice is non-refundable - life happens, and this protects both of us.

Q: What happens if you get sick or can’t make it?
A: I take your session seriously. Like “I’ll show up with a sniffle and a smile” serious. But if something truly major happens, I'll make
sure a trusted pro with my style steps in. I've got backup plans tucked into every lens pouch.

Q: When should we book?
A: As soon as your date is solid, fire up your inbox! My calendar fills up fast - faster than your toddler downs a lollipop.
Early bookings = peace of mind.

Q: Will you stay longer if we’re running behind?
A: Absolutely. I'm flexible. Overtime rates apply only with your thumbs-up - no surprise invoices, just open communication.

Q: Can family members take their own photos?
A: Of course! Just during the formal shots, let me lead the charge - too many cameras = distracted eyeballs. After that? Snap away.
It’s your shoot, your people, your memories.

\% Nicci: 062 377 6778
@ info@pixiesphotography.co.za
('4(/('/6/5/ www.pixiesphotography.co.za

PHOTOGRAPHY



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19

